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By Joshua Manning

Town-Crier Staff Report

The Loxahatchee Groves Town 

Council set its TRIM (Truth in 

Millage) rates on Tuesday, July 

19, leaving its property tax rate 

and assessment rates unchanged 

from the current year.
Rates could still be lowered as 

the budget process continues but 

cannot be raised. Due to rising 

property values, however, many 

residents are likely to pay slightly 

more in ad-valorem taxes since the 

approved rate of 3 mills is above 

the rollback rate of 2.67 mills, 

which is the rate at which the town 

would take in the same revenue as 

last year.
Former Councilman Todd 

McLendon asked the council to 

adopt the rollback rate. But given 

the higher-than-normal inflation 

rate and economic uncertainty, 

the council unanimously voted to 

keep the rate at 3 mills, which was 

the recommendation of town staff.

Also at the meeting, the council 

set its TRIM rate for solid waste 

collection, unchanged at $450 

per residential unit. According 

to Town Manager Francine Ra-

maglia, this rate may be lowered 

somewhat before the final budget 

is adopted. Representatives from 

Coastal, the town’s trash collection 

vendor, will be attending the next 

council meeting to discuss that and 

other issues.
Sitting as the Loxahatchee 

Groves Water Control District, 

the council also set the town’s pre-

liminary drainage assessment rate 

at $200 per unit, also unchanged 

from the current year.
During that item, there was dis-

cussion over an ongoing dispute 

with the Village of Royal Palm 

Beach regarding a handful of prop-

erties at the town’s border with the 

village that still get their drainage 

from the LGWCD but are now part 

of Royal Palm Beach and cannot 

Lox Council Keeps 

Preliminary Tax
And Assessment 

Rates Unchanged

By Callie Sharkey

Town-Crier Staff Report

While high-profile races such 

as those for governor and con-

gressional representatives domi-

nate the headlines, elections 

also decide officials for other 

important parts of everyday life, 

including who sits on the judicial 

bench. On Tuesday, Aug. 23, vot-

ers will choose a new judge for 

the Group 23 seat on the Palm 

Beach County Circuit Court. Two 

well-known attorneys, Alcolya St. 

Juste and Caryn Siperstein, are 

vying for the seat.
Vote-by-mail ballots have al-

ready gone out, and early voting 

begins Monday, Aug. 8. The polls 

are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Aug. 23. Visit www.

pbcelections.org for details on vot-

ing and locations in Palm Beach 

County.
Alcolya St. Juste —St. Juste is 

a third-generation Floridian from 

Palm Beach County. She gradu-

ated with a bachelor’s degree in 

criminology from Florida State 

University and was at the top of 

her class when completing her 

law degree at Nova Southeastern 

University. St. Juste is currently 

the special magistrate for the City 

of Riviera Beach and a managing 

partner at St. Juste Gordon Law.

“I decided I wanted to be a 

lawyer in the sixth grade. At that 

time, and still today, my desire 

was to provide legal assistance to 

members of the community who 

often did not have access to legal 

be assessed directly by the town. 

Ramaglia said a discussion on how 

to proceed on that issue will come 

back to the council in September.

For the first time in three years, 

the town received an increase in 

its Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 

Office contract. The three percent 

increase raised the contact $18,666 

to $640,866.
This item was approved 3-2 

with Councilwoman Phillis Mani-

glia and Councilwoman Marge 

Herzog opposed.
Maniglia reiterated her view 

that the town could get by without 

a law enforcement agreement, 

accepting the level of service 

provided in unincorporated areas. 

This would eliminate the current 

agreement that stations a deputy 

in the town at all times.

Maniglia noted that town resi-

dents already fund the PBSO 

through their county taxes. She 

asked Ramaglia to get a number 

from the county on how much 

town residents already pay the 

PBSO through other means.

“I would like to see the money 

stay in-house and go into very 

needed facilities, such as drainage 

and roads,” Maniglia said.

Other council members noted 

the benefits to town residents af-

forded by the PBSO contract.

“Because we have this contract, 

we have a physical human body 

in a car, in our town 24/7,” Vice 

Mayor Laura Danowski said.

She agreed that the number 

is high, but not when you break 

down how much it costs the PBSO 

to provide that round-the-clock 

service. Danowski suggested pub-

lic outreach to find out if residents 

really want that lower level of law 

enforcement service before any 

change is made, particularly since 

it would require a referendum to 

change the town charter.

McLendon, who opposed the 

Wellington’s American Legion Post 390 held its annual awards 

dinner and installation ceremony on Wednesday, July 13 at 

the Wellington Community Center. Butterfields sponsored the 

food for the 50 people attending. Shown above are outgoing 

Commander Jay Froehlich and incoming Commander Robert 

Nappi. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 5
PHOTO BY DENISE FLEISCHMAN/TOWN-CRIER

AMERICAN LEGION 

INSTALLATION DINNER

Latest ITID Budget

Proposal Would Still 

Raise Assessments

Under the latest fiscal year 

2023 budget proposal from 

staff, Indian Trail Improvement 

District residents could pay an 

additional $319 per acre to 

fund a $19.8 million budget, 

supervisors were told during 

a Wednesday, July 20 budget 

workshop. Page 3

SHAKESPEARE IN THE PALMS

Shakespeare fans unfolded lawn chairs and broke out refreshments in front of the amphitheater 

at Royal Palm Beach Commons Park from Thursday, July 21 through Sunday, July 24 to enjoy 

performances of William Shakespeare’s play Richard II, adapted and produced by the Palm 

Beach Shakespeare Festival free of charge. Shown above is Seth Trucks as King Richard II with 

Thomas Prater and Jay Washington. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 18
PHOTO BY MEREDITH BUROW/TOWN-CRIER

By Julie Unger

Town-Crier Staff Report

There is an always-smiling 

face ready to greet customers at 

the United States Postal Service’s 

Wellington Retail Annex in the 

original Wellington Mall at the 

corner of Forest Hill Blvd. and 

Wellington Trace. Her name is 

Ann Milton, and she brings with 

her more than 35 years of postal 

experience.
It all started in 1987, when Mil-

ton’s college roommate said the 

postal service was hiring, and they 

both applied for a position. “I got 

the job,” she said. “I didn’t have a 

roommate anymore, but I got the 

job, and life started from there.”

At the time, Milton had been 

Service With A Smile At The 

Wellington Postal Annex

representation,” St. Juste said. “I 

wanted to be in the courtroom 

doing what I could to help clients 

through the legal process, advocat-

ing on their behalf and advising 

them along the way.”
St. Juste noted that she has 

been endorsed by dozens of local 

elected officials, including Royal 

Palm Beach Mayor Fred Pinto 

and Wellington Councilman Mi-

chael Napoleone, who is also a 

past president of the Palm Beach 

County Bar Association. She said 

that her endorsements from past 

presidents of national, state and 

local bar associations speak to her 

dedication to the field of law.

“Running for judicial office is 

a natural extension of my pas-

See LOX COUNCIL, page 7

Local Referees And

Umpires Enjoy The 

Game-Day Experience

When sports stories are written 

about high school games, they 

are focused on the players and 

coaches who are the central 

figures. But rarely is a story 

written — unless there’s a huge 

blunder — about the men and 

women who are the referees, 

officials and umpires who make 

the decisions. Yet these game 

officials are a big part of every 

athletic event at every level.
Page 21

St. Juste And Siperstein Vying For Circuit Court SeatSee MILTON, page 7

opening stores for McDonald’s 

and didn’t have experience send-

ing letters. “So, it was a learning 

process,” she said.
But she caught on quickly. 

Over the years, Milton has learned 

many lessons while working for 

the USPS.
“I have learned the value of 

people versus materialistic things. 

I’ve learned to be appreciative 

and humble of people in life,” she 

said. “I learned how to be happy. 

It’s not an easy thing for people to 

do nowadays, but I wake up and I 

always ask myself, ‘What’s going 

to make me happy today?’ And I 

make a point to do that.”

Support from her husband, a 

MEET THE ITID SEAT 3 & 5 CANDIDATES

SEE STORIES, PAGE 4

PROJECT BRINGS SMILES TO SENIORS

SEE STORY, PAGE 3

By Joshua Manning

Town-Crier Staff Report

The western communities will 

elect a new representative in 

Tallahassee this fall, and four 

Democrats are vying in the Aug. 

23 primary for their party’s nomi-

nation for the newly drawn District 

93 seat in the Florida House of 

Representatives.
The incumbent would have been 

State Rep. Matt Willhite, who 

represents the current District 86, 

but his decision to run for the Palm 

Beach County Commission left 

the District 93 seat open. Seeking 

the Democratic nod are Wellington 

community activist Shelly Al-

bright, social worker Seth Densen, 

former Willhite legislative aide 

Tom Valeo and Port of Palm 

Beach Commissioner Katherine 

Waldron. The primary winner 

will face Republican candidate 

Dr. Saulis Banionis, who does not 

have a primary election.

Still centered around Welling-

ton, Willhite’s old district has 

been redrawn slightly to the south, 

now including all of Wellington, 

Greenacres and parts of suburban 

Lake Worth.
Shelly Albright — A resident of 

Wellington for 19 years, Albright 

is known locally for her work with 

Four Democrats Eye Open 

District 93 State House Seat
a number of local organizations, 

including her church.
“I am the director of children 

and youth ministry at St. Peter’s 

United Methodist Church. I raised 

my four children in Wellington. I 

am a longtime community advo-

cate and volunteer,” she said. “I 

sit on the Wellington Education 

Committee as vice chair. I chaired 

interfaith and worked closely with 

the Village of Wellington’s Com-

munity Service Department.”

She also sits on the Neil S. 

Hirsch Family Boys & Girls Club 

Advisory Board and serves as re-

cording secretary, and she is a past 

president of the Junior League of 

the Palm Beaches.
“Interfaith is probably my big-

gest accomplishment, being able to 

work in the community and serve 

the people in the community,” 

Albright said. “I work with fami-

lies on a daily basis in my current 

position. Because of that, I know 

the needs of the residents.”

She believes that living and 

working in this community has 

given her the opportunity to know 

and understand the needs of resi-

dents.
“Just seeing what the needs are 

on the community level gives me 

insight that the other candidates 

may not have,” Albright said. “I 

have the life experiences to back 

it up. I’m a parent, I have been 

a married woman, I am a single 

woman. I own a home. I have been 

through things with people in this 

community.”
Education is a key issue for her.

“There is a real need for raising 

experienced teachers’ salaries. 

We currently rank number 48 in 

the United States in salaries. We 

have a teacher shortage, which 

leads to our students not getting 

their needs met and our teachers 

being overworked,” she said. “A 

personal issue for me is mental 

health. I have experienced it with 

my children, and I know how 

devastating it can be for a family. 

I see that issue rising in children, 

adults and seniors, particularly 

right now.”
Albright also plans to be a strong 

supporter of home rule in Tallahas-

see. “I believe that municipalities 

need to be instrumental in making 

decisions about things occurring in 

their back yard,” she said. “I am 

also concerned about affordable 

housing and our healthcare costs, 

which are definitely hurting the 

people in our communities.”

Yet Albright realizes the dif-

See DISTRICT 93, page 14

See COURT SEAT, page 14 Alcolya St. Juste
Caryn Siperstein

Postal worker Ann Milton at 

the Wellington Retail Annex.
PHOTO BY JULIE UNGER/TOWN-CRIER

Animals From The 

Okeeheelee Nature

Center Visit KCF
Kids Cancer Foundation wel-

comed a visit from representa-

tives of the Okeeheelee Nature 

Center to the Kids Cancer 

Center in Royal Palm Beach on 

Tuesday, July 12. The staff from 

Okeeheelee brought a collec-

tion of Florida native animals 

for the kids to interact with.
Page 8

Barky Pines Hosts Its 

Dog Days Of Summer 5K

Barky Pines Animal Rescue 

& Sanctuary held its annual 

Dog Days of Summer 5K on 

Saturday, July 23 at Royal Palm 

Beach Commons Park. The 

Loxahatchee-based nonprofit 

has been holding two 5K events 

each year since 2020 to raise 

money and awareness. Page 16
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By Ron Bukley
Town-Crier Staff Report

Loxahatchee Groves Town 

Manager Jamie Titcomb an-

nounced his upcoming departure 

at the Loxahatchee Groves Town 

Council meeting on Tuesday, 

April 19.
Although Titcomb joined the 

town three years ago, his history 

with the community goes back 

much further than that. He partici-

pated in the town’s incorporation 

process in 2006, providing advo-

cates with valuable information 

on how to get through the process 

successfully.
“I am going to the land of private 

practice and semi-retirement,” Tit-

comb told the Town-Crier before 

the meeting. “I am going to work 

on my own priorities, practice and 

schedule. In other words, I am es-

sentially leaving full-time govern-

ment management to freelance as 

a consultant.”
In his letter of resignation, 

Titcomb said he plans to leave his 

position as town manager on or 

Lox Groves Town 
Manager To Step 

Down In June

By Ron Bukley
Town-Crier Staff Report 

The Palm Beach County Zoning 

Commission on Thursday, April 7 

voted unanimously not to approve 

an application that would replace 

the Palm Beach International 

Raceway with 2.1 million square 

feet of warehouse space.
Joni Brinkman with Urban 

Design Studio, representing Port-

man Industrial, said the applicant 

has purchased about 174 acres of 

the 186-acre site formerly known 

as the Moroso Motorsports Park 

on the north side of the Beeline 

Highway west of Jupiter Farms 

and north of The Acreage.
Brinkman said that the area is 

near other areas with industrial 

uses, including the Park of Com-

merce, which she said is rapidly 

running out of developable space. 

Also nearby is the North County 

Airport. She pointed out that the 

land under discussion is already 

zoned for industrial development.

“There is a critical lack of in-

dustrial distribution space within 

Palm Beach County,” Brinkman 

said. “As a result of COVID-19, 

people’s buying habits are chang-

ing.”
The application includes a de-

velopment order amendment to 

reconfigure the site plan to allow 

four warehouse buildings totaling 

2.1 million square feet.
She said the economic impact 

would create 1,491 new jobs with 

an average salary of $54,000 annu-

ally, generate more than $4 million 

by June 9, in compliance with the 

written 60-day notice as required 

under terms of his employment 

agreement contract.
“I have greatly enjoyed the chal-

lenge working as your town man-

ager, especially in my mission to 

bring neutral, transparent, process-

driven governance operations for 

town betterment,” he wrote. “In a 

world backdrop of pandemic, poli-

tics and professional priorities, it is 

the right time for me to move on.”

Titcomb said he is grateful for 

town staff and vendors that he 

works with on behalf of all the 

community’s residents.
“I believe we have made sub-

stantial positive headway together 

since my first arrival here just over 

three years ago,” he wrote. “I am 

fortunate to have served the town 

in this unique and transitional pe-

riod. While the new council year 

gets settled in with its upcoming 

priorities, I am confident our ex-

cellent, dedicated staff team will 

continue forward seamlessly to 

MEET THE VALEDICTORIANS & SALUTATORIANS FROM PALM BEACH

CENTRAL AND WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOLS – SEE STORIES, PAGE 3

On Tuesday, April 5, the Village of Wellington held a “Senior 

Prom” for residents at the Wellington Recreation Center at Vil-

lage Park. Senior citizens partied the day away as singer John 

Tarangelo provided entertainment. Arnie and Gloria Leiboff 

were named king and queen of the prom, which was sponsored 

by Wellington Regional Medical Center, Healthy Partners and 

Dedicated Senior Medical Center. Shown above, John Taran-

gelo sings as Gloria and Arnie Leiboff dance.

MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 16
PHOTO BY DENISE FLEISCHMAN/TOWN-CRIER

WELLINGTON SENIORS 

ENJOY PROM FUN
Wellington Plans Two Ballot 

Questions For August Vote
By Joshua Manning

Town-Crier Staff Report

The Wellington Village Council 

discussed plans Tuesday, April 12 

to place two election-related ballot 

questions on the Aug. 23 primary 

ballot.
Also at the meeting, the council 

approved a new contract for Vil-

lage Attorney Laurie Cohen and 

appointed Councilman Michael 

Drahos to serve as vice mayor over 

the next year.
The first of two ballot questions 

would clarify the village’s defini-

tion of term limits to specify that 

while a sitting council member can 

be elected mayor, a mayor cannot 

be elected to a council seat without 

first taking at least one year off the 

dais. The second question would 

allow the village to designate the 

Palm Beach County Canvassing 

Board to serve as the Wellington 

Canvassing Board after municipal 

elections.
While Wellington’s charter 

sets a term limit of two four-year 

terms for the mayor and council 

members, Cohen has interpreted 

the charter wording to mean that 

a council member can serve all 

or part of two terms, and then 

serve two terms as mayor, and 

then immediately run again for a 

council seat.
Several council members 

frowned upon this idea, calling 

it “playing the seats.” Mayor 

Anne Gerwig, who was a sitting 

council member when she was 

elected mayor, is now nearing her 

two-term limit as mayor. She has 

dubbed this ballot question “the 

Anne Gerwig referendum.”
“I’m not saying that this is spe-

cifically directed at me, but it does 

affect me uniquely,” Gerwig said, 

as she announced that she would 

not be supporting the change.

Drahos said that he did not see 

it that way, noting that any one of 

the sitting council members could 

find themselves in Gerwig’s situ-

ation several years down the road.

“What we are trying to do here 

Indian Trail Dedicates

Park Amphitheater In 

Memory Of Bob Renna
The Indian Trail Improvement 

District dedicated the Acreage 

Community Park amphitheater 

to Bob “Rocco” Renna, founder 

of the Acreage Community 

Jams, on Saturday, April 16.
Page 4

GPL TOURNAMENT RETURNS TO IPC

The Lexus International Gay Polo Tournament, presented by Douglas Elliman Real Estate, re-

turned to the International Polo Club Palm Beach in Wellington on Saturday, April 9. The fun-filled 

festival included an action-packed day of polo, along with lots of celebrations on the sidelines. 

Shown above, the Gay Polo League donated $100,000 to the OnePULSE Foundation, this year’s 

charity beneficiary. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 5 PHOTO BY DENISE FLEISCHMAN/TOWN-CRIER

By Louis Hillary Park
Town-Crier Staff Report

The Westlake City Council 

held a workshop Tuesday, April 

19 to interview the four residents 

who submitted applications to fill 

the council’s vacant Seat 3. The 

seat was vacated in March when 

JohnPaul O’Connor left it to be-

come mayor.
Seeking the position are:
• Bianca M. Abrams, a licensed 

private investigator, insurance 

fraud specialist and business 

owner.
• Charlotte Price Leonard, re-

gional director of operations for 

Promedica, one of the nation’s 

largest owners of nursing and 

rehabilitation facilities.
• Tammy C. Thomas, program 

director at Gulfstream Goodwill 

Industries in West Palm Beach.

• Jacob Wheeler, who works as 

a sales engineer/business devel-

opment for W&O Supply of Fort 

Lauderdale, which services and 

maintains cruise ships and other 

large commercial vessels.

Westlake Council Hears From 

Four Applicants For Empty Seat

in impact and permit fees, and 

annual tax revenue of $3.7 million.

Timothy Haynes with the 

county’s zoning division said the 

property is almost completely 

surrounded by a natural area. He 

said that county staff recommends 

approval of the application and the 

necessary variances.
The commissioners heard near-

ly two hours of public comment 

on the issue. Many of the speakers 

were opposed to losing the race-

track, which provides a service 

not available anywhere else it the 

county.
Bob Ricker with the Florida 

region of the Sports Car Club of 

America said he has been go-

ing to Palm Beach International 

Raceway since it was built in 1964.

See TITCOMB, page 14

Long Island Whalers 

Win Local Stickball 

League’s Title Match
On April 5, Sean Siegrist of 

the Long Island Whalers went 

4-for-4, drove in one run and 

scored three runs, including the 

game-winning run in the top of 

the 10th inning in the champi-

onship game of the 2021-22 

Wycliffe Stiffs Stickball League, 

giving the Whalers a come-

from-behind 6-5 victory over 

the Hoboken Zephyrs. Page 21

See COUNCIL, page 14

County Zoners Reject Application To Put Industrial 

Warehouses At Palm Beach International Raceway
“We support the area by run-

ning events that fill hotel rooms 

and other areas of commerce in 

the county,” Ricker said. “If we 

eliminate the racetrack, we will 

have no place for people to go for 

drag racing or road racing legally. 

It will be done on the public streets, 

like it was done when I was a kid.”

Ricker pointed out that other 

than the Palm Beach International 

Raceway, the next closest tracks 

are in Homestead and Fort Myers.

Kevin Coyle of Loxahatchee, 

another regular at the raceway, 

said losing the track would com-

promise public safety.
“Street racing is rampant across 

the nation,” Coyle said. “We’ve 

watched our tracks disappear one 

at a time to corporate America. The 

proposal says it will create 1,500 

jobs. That pales in comparison 

to what we’ll lose in small busi-

nesses, everything from mechanics 

and businesses that sell parts. That 

wasn’t taken into consideration in 

the proposal.”
He disputed the applicant’s as-

sertion that the warehouses would 

create 1,500 jobs, claiming that it 

would be mostly automated.

Coyle said he also supports 

Palm Beach County Sheriff Ric 

Bradshaw, who has said that he 

opposes losing the racetrack.

Thomas Brown of Loxahatchee 

said he moved to the area to be 

near the track.
“If this racetrack leaves, I’ll 

probably leave, too,” Brown said, 

See RACEWAY, page 14

See WESTLAKE, page 14

“All are very qualified,” Vice 

Mayor Greg Langowski said. 

“Any of them would do a great 

job for the city.”
Abrams, who owns Identifax 

Investigative Services in North 

Palm Beach, said that she is very 

invested in the community, having 

moved to Westlake in 2018. 

“We took a leap of faith that the 

city would become what every-

one said it would be, and it has 

become so much more than that,” 

said Abrams, who lives on Whip-

poorwill Circle.
Asked about the assets she 

could bring to the council, Abrams 

said they would include her 12 

years of experience as a business 

owner with 20-plus employees 

and more than a million dollars in 

annual sales, and her close ties to 

her neighborhood.
Securing access to some of the 

city’s amenities, such pools and 

recreation areas, will be among the 

key challenges faced by Westlake 

in the future, she said.
Leonard, a Palm Beach County 

native who grew up in Pleasant 

City, overseas 11 nursing homes 

with a total of 1,700 employees 

and annual revenue of almost $100 

million.
An ability to balance people 

with the hard decisions often 

needed in business is a key asset 

Leonard said she would bring to 

the council, along with an abil-

ity to understand and deal with 

government regulations due to 

the highly regulated nature of 

nursing homes.
If chosen, Leonard said her 

focus in the first year would be 

on listening and assisting with the 

“people part” of running the city. 

Westlake residents want to be able 

to “live and work here, and not be 

overtaxed,” she said.
The married mother of two adult 

children, moved to Westlake in 

May 2021. She has a master’s de-

gree in healthcare law from Nova 

Southeastern University.
Thomas, a native of Broward 

County, has a background in pub-

Committees Hear 
Pitch On Sports 
Pro’s Proposal
By Ron Bukley

Town-Crier Staff Report 

National Football League line-

backer and Palm Beach Central 

High School graduate Jon Bostic 

met Monday, April 11 with mem-

bers of Wellington’s Planning, 

Zoning & Adjustment Board and 

Parks & Recreation Advisory 

Board to explain how he and fel-

low PBCHS graduate and former 

Major League Baseball player 

Devon Travis and other profes-

sional athletes plan to redevelop 

Wellington Community Park 

through an organization called 

Wellington Athletics.
Wellington Community Park 

was once the home of the Wel-

lington Boys & Girls Club and 

is located on South Shore Blvd. 

south of Pierson Road. It has been 

underutilized since a new Boys & 

Girls Club facility opened in 2013.

Bostic said that Travis is cur-

rently coaching with the Atlanta 

Braves and was not available for 

the meeting. Other partners in the 

Wellington Athletics group include 

Josh Evans, retired from the NFL’s 

Jacksonville Jaguars and founder 

of Level Up Fitness in Jackson-

ville, and Patrick O’Donnell, 

another PBCHS graduate and NFL 

punter for the Green Bay Packers.

“I’ve grown up here,” Bostic 

said. “Kids are our future… they 
See BOSTIC, page 4

Planning Commission 

Opposes Increased
Density On State Road 7

The Palm Beach County Plan-

ning Commission on Friday, 

April 8 voted 6-4 to recommend 

against a request by Brent-

wood of Wellington to change 

the land use designation on a 

10.22-acre site, increasing the 

residential development poten-

tial to 194 multifamily units. 

Brentwood of Wellington is on 

the west side of State Road 7 

between Lake Worth and Lan-

tana roads. Page 4

Barrett-Jackson Topples 

Sales Record At Palm 

Beach Auto Auction
Barrett-Jackson has again 

proved to be the barometer of 

the collectible car market with 

another record-setting event 

during its 2022 Palm Beach 

Auction, held April 7-9 at the 

South Florida Fairgrounds. 

Celebrating its most successful 

Palm Beach Auction, Barrett-

Jackson sold 676 vehicles 

for more than $59.6 million, 

including nearly $3.8 million 

for charity. Page 13
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By Ron Bukley
Town-Crier Staff Report

Friends of a Royal Palm Beach 

teenager found dead in a retention 

pond Christmas Day gathered with 

leaders of the Haitian American 

community at the Royal Palm 

Beach Recreation Center on Fri-
day, Jan. 7 to call for a full inves-
tigation into the troubling incident.

Samuel Pierre with the Na-
tional Haitian American Elected 

Officials Network said that the 

unexplained death of 14-year-old 

Vensly Maxime of Royal Palm 

Beach needs additional attention 

from the community.
Maxime, a Crestwood Middle 

School student, was discovered in 

a lake near the recreation center on 

Sweet Bay Lane by family mem-
bers searching for him three days 

after he went missing.
Pierre was one of the speakers at 

a press conference attended by the 

boy’s family and local elected offi-
cials near the spot Maxime’s body 

was found. He went missing on 

Friends Of Vensly 
Maxime Seek Full 
Investigation Of 

RPB Teen’s Death

By Ron Bukley
Town-Crier Staff Report

A virtual press conference was 

held Tuesday, Jan. 4 to welcome 

the 2022 Winter Equestrian Fes-
tival and Adequan Global Dres-
sage Festival. The event featured 

panelists from different aspects of 

competition, as well as equestrian 

leaders talking about the upcoming 

horse show season in Wellington.
WEF began Wednesday, Jan. 

5 at the Palm Beach Interna-
tional Equestrian Center, while 

the AGDF got underway a week 

later on Wednesday, Jan. 12 at 

PBIEC’s Equestrian Village site. 

Both festivals run through April 3.
Panelists included 2021 U.S. 

Show Jumping FEI Nations Cup 

Final team member Lillie Keenan; 

top hunter, jumper and equitation 

rider and trainer Patricia Griffith of 

Heritage Farm; Equestrian Sport 

Productions President Michael 

Stone; AGDF Director of Sport 

Thomas Baur; Global Eques-
trian Group Commercial Director 

Anders Bjørnstrup; and Global 

Equestrian Group CEO Andreas 

Helgstrand.
Global Equestrian Group took 

over ownership of the WEF show-
grounds last year, and there have 

been a number of upgrades made 

to the facility since then.
Stone said that the show rings 

have been enlarged, and new 

footing with underground irriga-
tion has been added, so that water 

Wednesday, Dec. 22 when he did 

not come home from Crestwood 

on the last day of school before 

the holiday break.
“We’re here to call for a full 

investigation around the circum-
stances leading to the death,” 

Pierre said.
District 7 County Commis-

sioner Mack Bernard said he was 

there not only as a county official, 

but as a father who grieves with the 

family over the loss of a loved one.
“I want everyone to know that I 

stand with the family in requesting 

a full investigation of the circum-
stances of Vensly Maxime’s death, 

in order for the family to receive 

answers to what happened to their 

son and get some sort of solace,” 

Bernard said.
State Sen. Bobby Powell (D-

District 30) was concerned that 

three days went by with only lim-
ited police action until Maxime’s 

body was discovered by family 

members. He said there should be 

LGLA CANDIDATES’ FORUM ON JAN. 27

SEE STORY, PAGE 4
JULIAN MARTINEZ GETS WESTLAKE SEAT 

SEE STORY, PAGE 3

WEF, Global Dressage Festival

Return For Three-Month Runs

Royal Palm Beach’s Young at Heart Club gathered for lunch 

on Friday, Jan. 7 at the Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center. 

Continuing with this season’s Explosion of Color theme, Janu-

ary’s color was purple. Entertainer Lou Villano sang Paul Anka 

songs for the appreciative crowd. Shown above are Decorating 

Committee members Berit Hogan, Mary Ann Robinson and Lee 

Messina. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 13
PHOTO BY DENISE FLEISCHMAN/TOWN-CRIER

RPB’S YOUNG AT HEART 
WELCOMES NEW YEAR

MLK Day Celebration Returns 

Monday, Jan. 17 To The Royal 

Palm Beach Cultural Center
By Ron Bukley

Town-Crier Staff Report

The 20th annual Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Celebration hosted 

by the Caribbean Americans for 

Community Involvement and the 

Village of Royal Palm Beach will 

be held Monday, Jan. 17 starting at 

10 a.m. at the Royal Palm Beach 

Cultural Center.
“This is our 20th annual celebra-

tion,” Hildreth Stoddart-Brown 

with the CAFCI Cultural Com-
mittee told the Town-Crier. “We 

do have entertainment, but at the 

same time, we bring back the con-
sciousness of Dr. Martin Luther 

King’s idea of a type of peace, 

love and unity. We want especially 

young people today, and people 

who are not familiar with Martin 

Luther King Jr., to bring back those 

memories, and also to bring back 

consciousness of the people of 

what should be happening in their 

lives each and every day. Activities 

revolve around that.”

Due to COVID-19 concerns, 

meet-and-greet activities will be 

restricted, but a full schedule of 

performers, speakers and cultural 

dancers is planned. A live stream 

video of the event is planned via 

Facebook.
Guest speakers will include 

Royal Palm Beach Mayor Fred 

Pinto, Wellington Mayor Anne 

Gerwig, County Commissioner 

Melissa McKinlay and 15th Ju-
dicial Circuit Judge Bradley G. 

Harper, who will give the keynote 

address.
CAFCI Cultural Committee 

Chair Elet Cyris will welcome at-
tendees, and the invocation will be 

by Jason Eubanks, chaplain aide to 

Boy Scout Troop 111.
Entertainment includes perfor-

mances by gospel singer Katie 

Gilmore, “A Tribute to a Dream” 

by Hildreth Stoddart-Brown, sing-
ers Steve Higgins and Casey Ortiz, 

a duet by Demi and Jade Master, 

a musical tribute by Ryan Rose 

and Leonardo Rincon, and pianist 

Copeland Davis.
Outstanding Citizen of the Year 

will be awarded to Port of Palm 

Beach Group 5 Commissioner 

Joseph Anderson.
CAFCI thanks the Village of 

Royal Palm Beach for co-sponsor-
ing the event and the Palm Beach 

County Cultural Council for grant 

funding.
King, who was born Jan. 15, 

1929, and assassinated on April 

4, 1968, is known for leading 

the civil rights movement in the 

United States, advocating non-
violent protest against segregation 

and racial discrimination. King’s 

nonviolent doctrine was strongly 

influenced by the teachings of 

Mahatma Gandhi. In addition to 

working toward civil rights, King 

also spoke out against poverty and 

the Vietnam War.
For more information about 

CAFCI and the MLK Day Cel-
ebration, visit www.cafcipbc.org.

Crystal Pena Turns
From Horse Riding
To Mountain Biking
Longtime Loxahatchee resident 

and equestrian enthusiast 

Crystal Pena has performed an 

about face on her career in the 

equestrian world and is now an 

accomplished mountain bike 

racer. Page 3

FLAGS FOR THE CURE TOURNAMENT

The annual Flags for the Cure flag football tournament was held earlier this month at Acreage 

Community Park. A survivor and caregiver walk was held Saturday, Jan. 8 as part of the event. 

The morning also honored those people who have lost their cancer fight. The annual event raises 

funds for the American Cancer Society. This year’s tournament raised approximately $35,000. 

The event has raised $360,000 over the past 15 years. Shown above are Dr. Hart Collier and 

Lisa Noel with the donation check. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 5 AND SPORTS STORY, PAGE 21
PHOTO BY DENISE FLEISCHMAN/TOWN-CRIER

Seminole Ridge
Girls Basketball Squad 
Starts Season Strong
By the end of the current sea-

son, the girls varsity basketball 

team at Seminole Ridge High 

School may very well be known 

as the “sensational seven.” 

With just a seven-player roster, 

the Hawks won their first eight 

games of the regular season. 

Only one game has been some-

what close. Page 21

By Ron Bukley
Town-Crier Staff Report

All building operations in the 

Town of Loxahatchee Groves, 

including permitting, plan review 

and inspections, have moved 

in-house as of Monday, Jan. 3 

and will be managed from Loxa-
hatchee Groves Town Hall.

The town recently took over 

those operations from Palm Beach 

County. Existing permits and plan 

review packages approved by the 

town and submitted to the county 

will remain with Palm Beach 

County.
“There are three ways to interact 

with building services,” Town 

Manager Jamie Titcomb told the 

Town-Crier. “Completely online 

— all our forms, procedures, what 

you need to know and checklist 

guides are mounted on our web 

site — or you can come into town 

hall and get traditional paper forms 

and interact with building, permit-
ting and code staff in person. We 

also have a computer terminal for 

public use in our front lobby.”
He said the town is still working 

on the digital payment portals on 

the web site.
“Right now, you still have to 

bring money to town hall or call to 

arrange credit card payment over 

the phone, but we’re working so 

that people can pay their permit 

and other related fees online,” 

Titcomb said.
He added that anyone applying 

for permits for new construction 

that may involve impact fees to 

Palm Beach County will still need 

to submit to the county for that 

process.
“We won’t issue or process a 

final permit without those required 

fees having a receipt from the 

county,” Titcomb said. “That’s a 

statutory requirement.”
He added that flood plain de-

velopment assessments or ap-
plications, as well as any kind of 

clearing activity such as tree re-
moval or anything that changes the 

topography of the land, requires 

permits regardless of the status of 

the property, including agricultural 

exemptions.
“We are very pleased to onboard 

full-service building, permitting 

and code services in town hall for 

Loxahatchee Groves Building 

Operations Move In-House

trucks and drags are not needed in 

the rings. “It makes it safer, and 

we can have a better experience,” 

he said.
New, taller railings have been 

installed around most of the rings, 

tents and parking have been ex-
panded, and drainage has been 

improved in areas where flooding 

has been an issue in the past.
Helgstrand said that Global 

Equestrian Group has found the 

best of the best in the jumping 

world to improve competition.
“That’s something that we really 

want to develop,” Helgstrand said, 

as well as adding more events to 

the program.
He explained how he first met 

with Equestrian Sport Produc-

Equestrian Sport Productions President Michael Stone with rider 

McLain Ward and Catoki. Ward won the first Grand Prix class at 

the 2022 Winter Equestrian Festival, the $75,000 Rosenbaum 

PLLC Grand Prix, held Sunday, Jan. 9.                        PHOTO BY SPORTFOT

See MAXIME, page 7

tions CEO Mark Bellissimo three 

or four years ago to get into the 

showgrounds and add more events 

that would be compatible with 

equestrian events in Germany.
“We had many, many talks, and 

in the end, I was happy and lucky 
See WEF, page 16

See IN-HOUSE, page 14

Vensly Maxime’s uncle, Yvenel Clermont, speaks while

comforting the teen’s mother, Cleonie Hercule.
PHOTO BY RON BUKLEY/TOWN-CRIER

RPB Jewish Center 
Raising Funds To
Improve Security After 
Vandalism Incident
The Chabad Jewish Center of 

Royal Palm Beach is currently 

holding a fundraiser to pay for 

security improvements after 

signs at the temple were van-

dalized on Nov. 27, right before 

the Chanukah holiday. Page 4

RPB Golf Instructor
Glen Beaver Named 
Coach Of The Year
Royal Palm Beach golf profes-

sional Glen Beaver has been 

recognized for his passion for 

teaching golf to children. On 

Tuesday, Jan. 11, Beaver was 

presented with the Coach of 

the Year Award by the Florida 

Gold Coast section of First Tee, 

a national program that gives 

youngsters a chance to learn 

how to play golf. Page 23
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